
The Early Modern Anthropocene: 
People, Animals, & the Environment in Early Modern British Poetry 
  
ENGL 2321.001 Spring 2021 
(image above from https://theanthropocene.org/ ) 
 
Instructor: 
 
Deb Armintor (please call me Dr. Armintor or Dr. A. Pronouns: She/Her/They/Their) 
 
Cell: 940-300-9857 (Text any time!  No calls please, unless we have a scheduled phone appt. ) 
 
Email: dna@unt.edu 
 
Office Hours: By appointment via Zoom ( https://unt.zoom.us/j/6837842372  ) or phone. 
 
Course Topic: 
 
This course will explore early modern British poets' diverse representations of the relationship 
between humans and the environment, from the fourteenth century to the early nineteenth. 
 
Course Format: 
 
This is a remote class, so all course content, discussions, and readings will be delivered online 
via our course CANVAS page. 
 
Course Requirements: 
 
1. Weekly attendance & active participation in our weekly recorded Zoom discussions every 
Wednesday at noon (starting week 1): https://unt.zoom.us/j/6837842372 (If you'd prefer to dial 
in by phone, call: +1 346 248 7799, You may have to enter the Meeting ID:  683 784 2372). If 
you miss a discussion, you can watch the Zoom recording, which will be sent in Canvas 
Announcements every Wednesday after class. (Ungraded but essential for success in the 
course) 
 
 
 
 
2.  Weekly 1-page Reading Analysis posts (Weeks 2-13): In approximately 250 - 300 words or 
more, share your thoughts and reflections on any aspect(s) of the week's reading. Be sure to 
cite specific quotes and examples from the text, and strive to go beyond the obvious in your 
analyses and the points you make.  Respond in a few sentences to the posts of 1 or 2 
classmates. (50% of course grade: Posts are marked Complete (100%) or Incomplete (0%), 
with full credit indicated by a thumbs-up "Like" from the instructor on your posts.) 



 
 
 
 
3.  Final Essay  (Required of all 2000-level Spring 2021 English courses) (50% of course grade) 
 
Develop a thesis-driven argument about an ethical conflict in any 2 poems on the syllabus . 
Your essay should be 3000 words or more (approximately 6 pages double spaced), and should 
answer the following questions:  
 
What different but mutually illuminating ideas do these poems present about an ethical conflict?  
 
Your answer to that question will serve as your thesis statement, a specific and arguable 
interpretive claim about your poems. To provide a persuasive, richly textured account of this 
ethical conflict in your poems, you’ll need to consider and smoothly integrate into your 
discussion the following sub-questions:  
 
How is the ethical conflict concretely depicted in your poem? What are the nuances of that 
depiction?  
What ethical values are at stake in this conflict (e.g. individual liberty, duty toward others, 
truthfulness, fairness, etc.)?  
What relation does this depiction establish between individuals and institutions?  
In what sense does the ethical dilemma represent a specific form or instance of a broader social 
conflict (e.g. does it seem related to societal forms of oppression, such as racism, classism, 
sexism, homophobia, or religious intolerance)?  
What are the economic, political, and cultural origins of the conflict, as represented by the 
author or authors?  
 
Constructing your argument: 
 
Your argument should be well-organized, original, and plausible. You should aim to show the 
reader something remarkable and non-obvious about the poems you examine. Each body 
paragraph should develop a clear idea that helps you to advance your thesis statement through 
evidence—paraphrased narrative details or direct quotations—that supports your interpretation 
of your poems. You should analyze the evidence you present in order to explain how it confirms 
your thesis and to flesh out your interpretation. Be sure to cite any sources that you consult (see 
"Works Cited Page" below). 
 
Constructing your conclusion: 
 
 A good conclusion doesn’t simply restate the thesis. Rather, by reflecting on the larger ethical 
and social implications of the issue that your poems raise, you can underline why your argument 
matters. Consider the following questions as you craft your conclusions:  
 



In what way is the ethical dilemma you’ve described in the poems related to an important ethical 
issue that we see playing out today? How does the same or a similar ethical problem show up in 
the world outside of the work?  
To what degree does this problem resemble those in your poems and to what degree has the 
problem evolved or changed since the work was first written? Is this ethical conflict specific to a 
certain historical or cultural situation, or is it universal? Is it a local, regional, national, and/or 
global issue? How are perspectives on this ethical conflict affected by cultural or social 
differences?  
How has your analysis of these poems challenged you to rethink your understanding of this 
contemporary ethical issue or affirmed and extended your previous thinking on this topic?  
 
WORKS CITED PAGE 
 
Both poems and any other literary, critical, or historical texts you use should be listed in an 
unnumbered  MLA-style Works Cited page at the end of the essay. See: 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/ml
a_general_format.html  
 
RUBRIC  
 
The following learning objectives will be used to assess your paper:  
 
Communication Skills, including effective development, interpretation and expression of ideas 
through written, oral and visual communication  
 
Critical Thinking Skills, including creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, and analysis, evaluation 
and synthesis of information  
 
Personal Responsibility, including the ability to connect choices, actions and consequences to 
ethical decision-making  
 
Social Responsibility, including intercultural competence, knowledge of civic responsibility, and 
the ability to engage effectively in regional, national, and global communities  
 
These learning objectives will be considered met if you are able to:  
 
For communication:  
 
present a clear statement of the essay’s purpose or central idea, i.e., its thesis  
follow a coherent organizational scheme or principle  
develop the full potential of the argument  
exhibit proficient application of the rules of standard English  
 
For critical thinking:  



 
clearly identify and explain the interpretive problem the literary work raises  
base specific analytical points in the evidence of the work  
present an argument that is logically worked out  
draw well-reasoned conclusions or implications from the argument  
 
For personal responsibility:  
 
describe and analyze an ethical conflict or dilemma in a literary work  
reflect on how this particular literary work has changed, affirmed, or extended one’s 
understanding of this contemporary ethical issue  
suggest an openness to personal development through an encounter with literature  
 
For social responsibility:  
 
discuss whether the ethical dilemma is an instance of a broader social conflict evident in the 
public expression of diverse opinions, beliefs, and biases  
think about ethical conflicts in terms of differing scales (individuals, regions, nations, or global 
communities)  
illustrate the ethical values that animate differing perspectives, and analyze them in historical 
and cultural contexts, including one’s own  
think about ethical and political issues from perspectives other than one’s own  
show a commitment to civic engagement through a thoughtful reflection on the story’s 
contemporary and real-world significance.  
 
 
 
 
Required Texts? Final Exam? Extra Credit?  
 
No texts for purchase; all course content, including readings, is online. No final exam. No extra 
credit. 
 
ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) Accommodations: 
 
 I will accommodate you however you need to be accommodated for equal access; just let me 
know how. Here is UNT's ADA statement: "UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation 
for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office 
of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will 
provide a student with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private 
discussion regarding one’s specific course needs. Students may request accommodations at 
any time. However, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in 
the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter 
of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to 



implementation in each class. For additional information see the ODA website at 
disability.unt.edu." 
 
Late Assignment Policy: 
 
Late reading analysis posts and responses will accepted up to the Friday of the week they're 
due. After that, late posts and responses will only be accepted in emergencies or for ADA/ODA 
reasons.  
 
Syllabus Change Policy: 
 
This syllabus is only a guide for the course and is subject to change with advanced notice. 
 
UNT Spring 2021 Calendar Dates: 
 
Last day of classes: April 22 
 
Finals Week: April 24 - May 1 
 
 
 
 
Weekly Required Readings & Reading Analysis Discussions 
 
(click the green weeks to access weekly readings & reading analyses) 
 
Week 1, 1/13: Introduction to the Course (No Reading Analysis) 
 
Week 2, 1/20: The Anthropocene 
 
Late Medieval: 
 
Week 3, 1/27: Eco-Chaucer  
 
Renaissance: 
 
Week 4, 2/3: Spenser's Woods 
 
Week 5, 2/10: Shakespeare's Woods  
 
17th Century: 
 
Week 6, 2/17: Miltonic Anthropocentrism 
 



Week 7, 2/24: Donne's Unnatural Nature 
 
18th Century: 
 
Week 8, 3/3: Gay & Goldsmith's Cats & Dogs 
 
Week 9, 3/10: Pope's Anthropocentrism 
 
Week 10, 3/17: Swift's Dirt 
 
Week 11, 3/24: Duck & Collier's Rural Working Class Anti-Pastoral vs. Seward's Coal Mines 
 
Early Romanticism: 
 
Week 12, 3/31: Blake's Tygers 
 
Week 13, 4/7: Coleridge's Albatross 
 
Week 14, 4/14: One-on-one Essay Brainstorming Conferences with Dr. A by appointment, Zoom 
or phone (No Reading Analysis) 
 
Week 15, 4/21: Course Conclusions & Evaluations (No Reading Analysis) 
 
Fri, 4/30 by Midnight: Last day to submit Final Essay: Click Here to Submit Your Final Essay  


